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HOMECOMING: A TIME FOR NOSTALGIA

Alumni Association
welcomes more than 3,500
guests to Carbondale
Brandy Oxford
DAILY EGYPTIAN

As homecoming approaches, alumni from
around the world — and outer space — have
the Alumni Association scrambling to prepare
for the weekend’s events.
This year’s theme is “Maroon fever... it’s
contagious.”
In addition to a meeting of its National
Board of Directors, the Association has had
to prepare for visits from astronaut Joan
Higginbotham, three alumnae receiving
Distinguished Alumni Awards and an estimated 3,500 guests at its tailgate party.
“You think of homecoming as fun, which it
is and it should be, but sometimes people don’t
realize that the Alumni Association is actually taking care of business, too,” said Tuesday
Ashner, assistant director of SIU’s Alumni
Association. “Decisions are being made about
our future and how we’re going to spend
money — things like that.”
Today the association will recognize Anamai
Singhabhandhu, Ella Phillips Lacey and
Lynda Lee Kaid as this year’s Distinguished
Alumni, chosen from 34 nominees.

Singhabhandhu, who received her doctorate in chemistry and biochemistry from SIU,
helped establish the National Institute of
Meteorology in Thailand as deputy director
general in the Department of Science Service.
Among other notable scientific accomplishments, Singhabhandhu made a decision during her time at the university that
would make most mothers cringe according
to Kathy Dillard, director of public relations
for the association. Because Singhabhandu
was at SIU on a special grant from Thailand’s
government, she had to finish her degree in
a certain amount of time — which became a
difficult accomplishment when she got pregnant.
“While she was going to school here, her
husband was in Atlanta and she got pregnant
with their first child, so she put her 6-monthold daughter on a plane, alone, and sent her
back to Thailand to stay with her mother so
that she could get her education here,” Dillard
said. “That’s true dedication to getting an
education.”
Lacey, who received her bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral degrees in various health
related fields from SIU, was responsible for
implementing a true ambulance system for
seven counties in southern Illinois. Lacey
told Dillard that before this system, the area’s
ambulance system was a hearse.
See HOMECOMING, Page 12
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ABOVE: The Student Center on July 6, 1962, one year after its grand opening. Then called
the University Center, it had pool tables, a cafeteria and conference and ballroom space.
BELOW: The Student Center as it sits today, 46 years old. The building has been
used for conferences, catered events and has seen visits from people such as Maya
Angelo.

Space-bound Saluki tells of voyage
Astronaut gives
speech as part
of homecoming
celebration

David Lopez
DAILY EGYPTIAN

check out the donkeys.
Rendleman, an associate professor of agriculture business economics, was one of a few faculty members
who set out Thursday night to play
basketball while riding on a donkey.
The Collegiate Future Farmers of
America sponsored a round-robin
style donkey basketball tournament

The homecoming weekend is
one of the busiest times of the
year for Carbondale, and police are
looking to make sure everything
goes as smoothly as possible.
Carbondale and SIU police will
work to keep order in the streets.
On Saturday, hundreds of fans
will be tailgating, and a parade is
planned to wind through major
intersections.
Aside from the roadblocks and
detours, police are not expanding
their staff for the event, nor are
they making any special preparations for the night of the game.
“The parade is the big event as
far as the city of Carbondale is concerned,” said Sgt. Hank Banycky of
the Carbondale Police department.
“It’s not an event where we’ll have
problems such as Halloween.”
Roadblocks and detours will
be put in place beforehand from
Pleasant Hill Road to Main Street.
Police
“The
Carbondale
Department and the SIU Police
Department work together during
homecoming for traffic control,”
Banycky said. “That’s the way it’s
been done historically.”
Police will be setting up roadblocks at 9:30 a.m. Saturday morning to provide a safe route for the
parade. All lanes will be closed
on South Illinois Avenue from
Pleasant Hill Road to Walnut
Street and on South University
Avenue from Mill Street to Walnut
Street.

See DONKEY, Page 12

See POLICE, Page 9

Joe Crawford
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Compared to some of her other
recent traveling,Joan Higginbotham’s
journey to SIUC this week was a
short one.
Higginbotham, an astronaut
and a 1987 graduate in electrical
engineering, spoke about her first
trip into space at the SIU Arena
Thursday night. The astronaut’s
visit to Carbondale, which is to
include other appearances over the
next two days, is part of the university’s homecoming celebration.
Higginbotham told the audience
she ended up at SIUC more than 20
years ago the same way she became
an astronaut — as “a fluke.”
See ASTRONAUT, Page 9

Seburn Pense,
a professor in
agricultural
education,
tries to pull his
donkey across
the gym floor
during the
donkey basketball game
Thursday evening at the Old
Carbondale
Community
High School
gym.
ANTHONY SOUFFLÉ
D AILY E GYPTIAN

Police ready
to patrol
homecoming

J AMES D URBIN ~ D AILY E GYPTIAN

SIU alumna and NASA astronaut Joan Higginbotham signs autographs for enthusiastic fans after
her speech Thursday night in the SIU Arena.

Donkeyballin’
FFA sponsors
donkey basketball
Christian Holt
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Matt Rendleman arrived early
at the old Carbondale Community
High School Thursday night to
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NEWS BRIEFS

Division of Continuing
Education

• The Individualized Learning Program is
offering extended testing hours (last available time to schedule is 5:30 p.m.) for
students on Friday
• To schedule a test, please call 536-7751

Annual Homecoming
Stepshow

• 7:06 p.m. today (Doors open at 6:34 p.m.)
at Shryock Auditorium
• Tickets available on Ticketmaster or at the
box office, $12 in advance, $16 at the door

Student Alumni
Council Meeting

• 5 p.m. Monday at the Student Center,
Ballroom C

Gender Roles and
Pre-School Curricula

•7:30 p.m. Tuesday at the Faculty House,
1000 South Elizabeth
• Program presented by Elida Giraldo, an
SIUC doctoral candidate
• Free and open to the public

The calendar is a free service for
community groups. We cannot
guarantee that all items will run.
Submit calendar items to the
D AILY E GYPTIAN newsroom,
Communications 1247, at least
two days before event, or call
(618) 536-3311, ext. 266.

POLICE REPORTS
There are no new items to report today.

CORRECTIONS
In the Wednesday edition of the DAILY
EGYPTIAN, the story “Fopulous! not a play
for the vain” should have stated that the
ticket prices are $5 for students and $7 for
the general public. To reserve tickets you
can call the Kleinau theater box office at
453-5618. It also should have stated that
the show will be put on through Speech
Communications. It also should have said
that Bennet Whittaker, Jessie Stewart and
Jenette Mendoza in speech communications, Stewart and Mendoza are Master’s
students, with Mendoza in her third year.
The DAILY EGYPTIAN regrets this error.
If you spot an error, please contact the
DAILY EGYPTIAN accuracy desk at 536-3311,
ext. 253.

Ameren planning to
disconnect power to
delinquent customers

Kraft recalls white
chocolate for possible
salmonella

P E O R I A (AP) — Officials of Ameren
say the utility will begin disconnecting service to Illinois customers who
are behind in payments on their power
bills.
Those who will be targeted by the
utility, starting Thursday, will be customers in the state who are behind
three months or more in their payments, those who haven’t made billpaying arrangements and those who
aren’t identified as customers, Ameren
spokesman Shelley Epstein said.
Next week, Ameren will begin cutting service to customers who not only
haven’t paid bills in three months, but
who have a debt of more than $2,000,
Epstein said Wednesday.
Ameren has already applied credits
from its $1 billion rate-relief rebate program to the accounts, but past-due balances still remain. Some customers owe
more than $4,000, and others haven’t
made a payment in a year. And there are
customers who have set up service, and
then haven’t paid knowing the utility
won’t disconnect in the winter.
“There are some we have contacted
more than 10 times by either phone or
notice, and other folks agreed to a payment agreement and then immediately
broke it,” he told the Peoria Journal Star.
Ameren officials say the disconnects
are a last resort, and they are urging
delinquent customers to contact the
utility to arrange a payment plan or to
apply for financial aide and local aid
agencies.
Epstein said the specific number of
delinquent customers is unavailable
because it fluctuates as customers pay
their bills.
Ameren held off on starting its
planned disconnects in April while the
utility negotiated with Illinois lawmakers over how to handle the spike in
electric rates. After reaching a $1 billion
rate-relief rebate agreement with legislators, the utility decided to wait for
those checks or credits to go through
customers accounts before beginning
shutoffs, Epstein said.

NORTHFIELD (AP) — Kraft Foods
announced Thursday it is recalling white
chocolate distributed in the United
States because of possible salmonella
contamination.
Kraft says consumers who purchased
its six ounce, Baker’s Premium White
Chocolate Baking Squares should immediately discard the product. The recalled
product was distributed nationally, and
have the UPC Code 0043000252200 and
for best when used by March 31, April 1,
April 2 and April 3, 2008.
The potential for contamination was
discovered after testing by the U.S. Food
and Drug Administration detected the
presence of salmonella in some packages of the white chocolate baking
squares, according to Kraft. The company is aggressively investigating the
source of the problem, Kraft said in a
statement.
The recall is only for Baker’s Premium
White Chocolate Baking Squares.
No other varieties of Baker’s White
Chocolate or any other Baker’s products
sold in the United States are affected by
the recall, according to Kraft.
Northfield-based Kraft, which markets a variety of products, including
Oscar Mayer meats; Post cereals and
Nabisco cookies and crackers, is the
nation’s largest food and beverage companies.

Suspect sought after
woman found killed in
Deerfield home
D E E R FIELD (AP) — The pregnant
girlfriend of former Chicago Bears AllPro safety Shaun Gayle was found shot
to death in a suburban Chicago condominium Thursday after police responded
to a neighbor’s report of screams coming from the home.
Gayle, a member of the Bears team
that won Super Bowl XX in 1985, was not
considered a suspect in Rhoni Reuter’s
death and went to the Deerfield Police
Department when he learned of the
shooting, police said in a statement.
Rhoni, 42, died of multiple gunshot wounds, and was pregnant when
she died, said Lake County Coroner Dr.
Richard Keller. Gayle was the father of
the unborn child, police said.
A telephone message was left
Thursday afternoon at a listing for Gayle
in Chicago. No one answered the door
at his town home Thursday, but plainclothes police officers were seen removing a bag of garbage from outside the
home and putting it in the trunk of an
unmarked vehicle.
The shooting was believed to have
happened about 7:55 Thursday morning, Deerfield police said. There was no
sign of forced entry and nothing was
taken from the condo.
Authorities put a nearby school on
temporary lockdown after the shooting,
but police said it was only a precaution.
The lockdown was lifted after a little
more than two hours. Police said there
was no immediate threat to the community.
The Lake County Major Crimes Task
Force and Deerfield police were investigating, officials said.

Obama stops wearing
flag pin, says he’ll show
patriotism in ideas
WATERLOO, Iowa (AP) — Democratic
presidential candidate Barack Obama
says he no longer wears an American
flag lapel pin because it has become a
substitute for “true patriotism” since the
Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.
He commented on the pin in a
television interview Wednesday and
then again on Thursday at a campaign
appearance in Independence, Iowa.
Noting the TV interview, he told
the campaign crowd, “I said, you know
what, I probably haven’t worn a flag
pin in a very long time. After a while I
noticed people wearing a lapel pin and
not acting very patriotic.”
“My attitude is that I’m less concerned about what you’re wearing on
your lapel than what’s in your heart. You
show your patriotism by how you treat
your fellow Americans, especially those
who serve. You show your patriotism
by being true to our values and ideals.
That’s what we have to lead with is our
values and our ideals.”
He had been asked about the pin
Wednesday in an interview with KCRGTV in Cedar Rapids.
“The truth is that right after Sept. 11
I had a pin,” Obama said. “Shortly after
Sept. 11, particularly because as we’re
talking about the Iraq war, that became
a substitute for I think true patriotism,
which is speaking out on issues that are
of importance to our national security.”
Obama was campaigning Thursday
on the third day of a four-day trip to the
early voting state.
At one stop, he called for new
restrictions on deployment of National
Guard and Reserve troops along with
an expansion of benefits for them and
their families.
“I will not be a president who extends
tours for our Guard units overseas while
Americans are stranded on rooftops
right here at home,” Obama said.
He said he would require “a period of rest and standard of readiness”
before troops could be redeployed.
He called for the head of the National
Guard to be elevated to four-star rank
and given a seat among the Joint Chiefs
of Staff to reflect the heavy reliance on
Guard soldiers and reservists during
the Iraq war.
Since 2001, Obama said, more than
580,000 reservists have been activated,
a level not seen since World War II.

AccuWeather 7-Day Forecast for Carbondale
®

TODAY
High
90°

SATURDAY
High
91°

SUNDAY
High
88°

MONDAY
High
86°

TUESDAY
High
82°

WEDNESDAY
High
76°

THURSDAY
High
72°

Low
67°

Low
66°

Low
65°

Low
65°

Low
55°

Low
48°

Low
45°

Hot and humid
with some sun

Partly sunny,
hot and humid

Very warm with
some sun

A thunderstorm
possible

Remaining
warm with
sunshine

Sunshine and
delightful

Partly sunny

Forecasts and graphics provided by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2007

DAILY EGYPTIAN

News

P

UMPKIN
PROBLEMS

Eugene Clark
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Pumpkins reserved for creating
Jack-O-Laterns
this
Halloween have had a harder
time surviving than usual.
The state of Illinois is experiencing a drop in the amount of
pumpkins it produces this year.
Too little rain and too high of
summer temperatures have negatively affected the pumpkin crops
in southern Illinois.
Many growers and sellers adjusted to the drop by
securing pumpkins from other
states, mainly New Mexico, and
increasing land for the planting
of pumpkin seeds.
Mohammad Babadoost, a
specialist in the Department of
Crop Sciences at the University
of Illinois said the pumpkin production for Illinois has decreased
around 20 percent due to disease,
heat and lack of rain.
Babadoost said the heat and
drought in southern Illinois
prevented pollination, which
decreased the amount of pumpkins available.
According to a recent story
written by Tim Huber of the
Associated Press, Illinois isn’t
the only state experiencing this
dilemma. A reduction in pumpkins is a problem that is taking
place in many areas from New
York all the way to the Midwest.
J.T Bandy, owner of Bandy’s
Pumpkin Patch in Johnston City,
said the intense heat early in
the day caused the bloom on
the pumpkin to close. When the
bloom remains closed, it makes

it more difficult for bees to pollinate the bloom, and consequently, the early pumpkin crops are
not as high, he said.
Bandy said the lack of moisture
doesn’t help the cause either.
“When it doesn’t rain for nine
weeks, it makes it kind of tough,”
Bandy said.
Bandy said because he sells
his own crop he could plant
seeds when the weather shouldn’t
affect his overall production too
much.
Babadoost said in the northern part of Illinois, rains produced too many weeds and a
sickness called phypophthora,
which infects fruit and leaves.
The disease caused high losses of
pumpkins in some areas, he said.
Carol Meyer, owner of G and
C Meyer Farms, said the same
weeds actually proved to be beneficial this year.
Meyer said the weeds in the
pumpkin fields provided much
needed shade for the crops and
helped produce some very strong
pumpkins with good stems.
On the other hand, though,
the skin on the pumpkins left
in the heat were subject to sun
burn, which caused them to rot
and decay, forcing growers such
as Meyer to lose about half of
her crop.
“It all depends on the weather,
and when you put the seed in the
ground, you never know what you
are going to get,” Meyer said.
Neverthess, Meyer said she
tries to be optimistic and hopes
increasing the amount of acres
to plant pumpkin seeds will pay
dividends.
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Hot, dry weather creates
shortage of gourds for
Halloween jack-o-lanterns,
pumpkin pie, roasted seeds

T HOMAS B ARKER ~ D AILY E GYPTIAN

A few average-sized pumpkins sit amongst the mums in an outdoor display at Kroger in Carbondale.
Pumpkin production numbers are down from last year and some southern Illinoisans are having to
adjust.
In spite of lower production,
local growers said planning ahead
and planting more acres should
help them in the long run.
Local sellers in Carbondale
said using other outlets helped
keep enough pumpkins in stores
for consumers to purchase.
Tom Eakins, a store manager

of Schnucks in Carbondale, said
the store received a number of
its pumpkins from New Mexico.
He also said they would purchase local pumpkins, but they
are smaller than the outside produce.
Eakins said in anticipation of
the extreme heat that took place

in August, the store ordered
enough pumpkins months in
advance so they wouldn’t have a
shortage.
Information from the Associated Press
was used in this story.
Eugene Clark can be reached at 5363311 ext. 275 or eclark@siude.com.

4

WORLD & NATION

Friday, October 5, 2007
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I

House passes bill: all
Iraq contractors can be
prosecuted in U.S.

WASHINGTON (AP) — The House
passed a bill Thursday that would make
all private contractors working in Iraq
and other combat zones subject to
prosecution by U.S. courts. It was the
first major legislation of its kind to pass
since a deadly shooting last month
involving Blackwater employees.
Democrats called the 389-30 vote
an indictment of the shooting incident
there that left at least 13 Iraqis dead.
Senate Democratic leaders said they
planned to follow suit with similar legislation and send a bill to President
Bush as soon as possible.
“There is simply no excuse for the
de facto legal immunity for tens of
thousands of individuals working in
countries” on behalf of the United
States, said Rep. Sheila Jackson-Lee,
D-Texas.
The FBI arrived in Baghdad
Thursday to investigate the Sept. 16
shooting, although administration
officials acknowledge they are unsure
whether U.S. courts would have jurisdiction in the case or others like it.
In a separate incident, a drunk
Blackwater employee left a Christmas
Eve party in Baghdad and fatally shot
the guard of one of Iraq’s vice presidents. That contractor was fired, fined
and returned home to the United
States, but no charges have been
filed.

E 

Fundraising:
Giuliani $11 million,
Romney $10 million,
Thompson $9.3 million
in 3rd quarter

WASHINGTON (AP) — Front-running Republicans Rudy Giuliani and
Mitt Romney outpaced the rest of the
GOP presidential field in summer campaign fundraising, but newcomer Fred
Thompson was hot on their heels.
Giuliani raised more than $11 million for the presidential race in the
July-September quarter, $10.5 million of it available for the primaries.
Romney raised $10 million and tapped
his personal fortune to pump in an
additional $8.5 million.
Thompson, the former Tennessee
senator and “Law & Order” television
actor, raised $9.3 million in the quarter.
He joined the GOP campaign only last
month but had been raising money
throughout the three-month period.
Giuliani’s income left him with
$16 million cash on hand, aides said
Thursday. Of that, about $12 million
is available for the primaries. Romney
had $9 million on hand to compete for
the Republican nomination. Thompson
had $7 million in the bank. All of
Romney’s and Thompson’s money is
available for the primaries.
Romney’s personal contribution nearly matched the amount he
had invested in his campaign for the
first six months of the year. Overall,
Romney, a former venture capitalist and Massachusetts governor, has
dipped into his personal wealth for
nearly $17.5 million.

A

Australian customs
finds drugs hidden in
Mr. Potato Head toy

SYDNEY, Australia (AP) — Customs
officers discovered nearly 10.5 ounces
of ecstasy tablets hidden inside a Mr.
Potato Head toy sent to Australia from
Ireland, the agency said Thursday.
Upon opening the parcel, the
officers were greeted with the smiling face of the popular children’s toy,
which features a potato-like head and
removable facial features. But when
they removed a panel from the back
of the toy, the officers found 10.34
ounces of ecstasy in a plastic bag.
The Australian Customs Service
referred the matter to federal police,
but no arrests were immediately made,
the agency said. The maximum penalty
for importing drugs to Australia is life
imprisonment.
“Whilst this is one of the more
unusual concealments that we have
seen in recent times, people need to
be aware that Customs officers are
alert to unusual and often outlandish methods of concealment,” Customs
Director Post Karen Williams said.

News

Sen. Craig to finish term
Charles Babington
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Idaho Sen.
Larry Craig lost a bid Thursday to
withdraw his guilty plea in a men’s
room sex sting but defiantly vowed
to finish his Senate term, prolonging
a headache for Republican leaders
already facing a tough political climate.
Craig had announced plans to
resign his seat by Sept. 30, but wavered

when he went to court in hopes of
withdrawing his plea. He issued a
statement Thursday on staying in the
Senate shortly after Idaho Gov. C.L.
“Butch” Otter, R, relayed word that he
had selected a replacement for Craig
in the event of a vacancy.
“I have seen that it is possible for
me to work here effectively,” Craig
said in a written statement that disappointed fellow Republicans who have
urged him to step down. Craig, 62,
said he will not seek a fourth term in

November 2008.
“He is ready to act should we
receive a letter of resignation,” said Jon
Hanian, Otter’s spokesman.
Craig said in his statement: “I will
continue my effort to clear my name
in the Senate Ethics Committee —
something that is not possible if I am
not serving in the Senate.”
The bipartisan ethics panel has
already signaled it is reviewing details
of Craig’s case, a step requested by
Senate Republican leaders. His deci-

sion to stay and fight raises the strong
possibility of public hearings — almost
certain to be televised — centered on
the issue of gay sex.
Senate Republicans made clear
they wish Craig would leave office and
let them forget the episode that has
fueled jokes on late-night television
for weeks. Idaho is likely to remain
in the GOP column after next year’s
election, but Craig’s insistence on finishing his term was received frostily
by colleagues.

Army meets 2007 recruiting goals
Dave Montgomery
MCCLATCHY TRIBUNE

WASHINGTON — Wearing
dark T-shirts with Army logos, selected representatives of the Army’s latest
class of recruits stood proudly on the
steps of the Jefferson Memorial on
Thursday morning, with their own
stories about what drew them into
the military in a time of war.
Cynthia Pearl Johnson-Scottie, a
31-year-old mother of four from Fort
Worth, Texas, said she was enlisting
in the Army Reserve to advance her
education. Yanitza Lopez-Guerrero
of Kissimmee, Fla., whose husband
is already in the service, wants to
be part of the Army “team.” Logan
Bilyeu, a shaggy-haired snowboard
enthusiast from Oregon, is pursuing
a family military tradition dating to
World War I.
From the Army’s perspective, the
outdoor ceremony Thursday constituted a good-news story, marking the
service’s attainment of its active-duty
and reserve recruiting goals for the
2007 fiscal year, which ended Sunday.
But Army leaders acknowledged
the obstacles that lie ahead as they
struggle to maintain an all-volunteer
fighting force during an increasingly
costly and unpopular war.
“We’ve been able to meet our goal,
but it’s a challenge,” Army Secretary
Pete Geren said in an interview after
the ceremony.
The war itself, he said, “cuts both
ways” in its impact on recruiting.
“You have men and women that are
attracted by the opportunity to serve
their nation in time of war. There are
a lot of people who would have never

considered joining if they didn’t see
the country as needing them to step
forward.”
At the same, the Army faces what
Geren describes as “competition” in
trying to attract qualified young men
and women to the service. Among
the pressures:
— A robust economy with abundant jobs that tend to siphon off
would-be soldiers.
— More and more adult role
models such as parents and coaches
— the Army calls them “influencers”
— who are warning young people
against the dangers of joining a wartime military.
— A diminishing pool of qualified
candidates as a result of such factors
as teenage obesity, the high-school
dropout rate, criminal records, low
scores on qualifying tests and other
factors. The Army estimates that, for
a variety of reasons, only 3 in 10 candidates are “fully qualified” to enlist,
forcing the service to issue waivers to
offset a particular deficiency, depending on the circumstance.
— An image problem due to past
reports of misconduct or questionable
ethical practices by Army recruiters,
ranging from misleading statements
to sexual harassment and drug dealing.
Geren said the service was conducting extensive education programs
and ethics training in a “very aggressive” effort to ensure the highest conduct among its 83,000 recruiters.
“Recruiters are the face of the Army
for millions of young Americans, and
they have an especially high standard
they must adhere to,” Geren said.
The Army surpassed its active-
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Cynthia Pearl Johnson-Scottie of Fort Worth, Texas, a 31-yearold mother of four, who thinks that the Army and its potential
educational benefits offer a path to advancement, is among a
small group of recruits whom Army Secretary Pete Geren swears
in at the Jefferson Memorial on Thursday.
duty goal of 80,000 recruits for the
just-ended fiscal year in part because
of hefty recruiting and re-enlistment
bonuses, education benefits and an
aggressive $200 million-a-year ad
campaign revolving around the slogan “Army Strong.”
The Army has offered up to
$40,000 in enlistment bonuses for
active-duty personnel with highdemand job qualifications, and edu-

cation benefits totaling $73,000. The
service repays up to $65,000 in student loans for recruits who’ve already
attended college.
In an inducement aimed at civilian
soldiers, the Army National Guard
on Thursday announced a $40,000
bonus for recruits with no prior military service who enlist in the Guard,
serve a period on active duty, then
return to the Guard.

Japanese reach moon Bombs kill Shiite mayor
orbit with space probe and Sunni sheik in Iraq
Eric Talmadge
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

TOKYO — Japan has placed a
satellite in orbit around the moon
for the first time, officials said
Friday, in a major space breakthrough for the Asian nation.
The mission involves positioning the main satellite at an altitude
of about 60 miles and deploying
two smaller satellites in polar orbits,
according to the Japan Aerospace
Exploration Agency, or JAXA.
Researchers will use data
gathered by the $279 million
Selenological and Engineering
Explorer — or SELENE — project to study the moon’s origin and
evolution. The main orbiter will
stay in position for about a year.
Japanese officials claim the
effort is the largest lunar mission

since the U.S. Apollo program in
terms of overall scope and ambition.
“We believe this is a big step,”
said project manager Yoshisada
Takizawa. “Everything is going
well and we are confident.”
Project engineers put the probe
through a maneuver late Thursday
and confirmed early Friday it had
achieved orbit, Takizawa said. It
will gradually move into a lower
orbit as it continues its mission
to map and analyze the moon’s
surface.
Takizawa said it will begin its
observation phase in mid- to lateDecember.
“The timing was very delicate,”
he said at a news conference in
JAXA’s Tokyo headquarters. “It was
important to the completion of the
mission, and it was successful.”

Kim Gamel

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

BAGHDAD — Roadside
bombs killed the top Shiite official
in a volatile area south of Baghdad
and an anti-al-Qaida Sunni sheik to
the north Thursday as internal power
struggles within both Islamic sects
threaten to complicate U.S. efforts to
stabilize the country.
Car bombs, meanwhile, struck
Iraqi civilians in Baghdad and the
northern city of Tal Afar, with at least
31 people killed or found dead nationwide, according to police reports.
Abbas Hassan Hamza, a political
moderate and the top official in the
Iskandariyah district, was killed by a
bomb that struck his convoy while
he was going to work, a police officer said. Four of his bodyguards also
were killed and one was wounded,

the officer said, speaking on condition of anonymity because he feared
retribution.
Hamza had defected two years
ago to Prime Minister Nouri alMaliki’s Dawa Party from the largest Shiite party, now known as the
Supreme Islamic Iraqi Council.
Suspicion for the killing fell on
Shiite extremists jockeying for power
ahead of expected provincial elections.
Iskandariyah has a volatile mixed
population that is about 60 percent
Shiite and 40 percent Sunni. The
Mahdi Army militia, loyal to radical Shiite cleric Muqtada al-Sadr, is
active in the area, some 30 miles south
of Baghdad. The Sadrists boycotted
the previous provincial elections in
January 2005, ceding most local leadership posts to Supreme Islamic Iraqi
Council and other rival groups.
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Be my
bra
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Breast Cancer
Awareness
month kicks off
Madeleine Leroux
DAILY EGYPTIAN

The Sigma Alpha sorority took
home the gold — the gold bra, that
is.
As part of Breast Cancer Awareness
Month, nine sororities and fraternities
in the Inter Greek Council took part
in “Bra! Bra! Bra! Unite to Fight!,” a
bra-decorating contest held Thursday.
The event was sponsored by Southern
Illinois Healthcare and the SIUC
Pan-Hellenic Council, and was held
to promote awareness of breast cancer
in young women.
Using bras to promote awareness
is part of a national campaign that
will run on Lifetime throughout the
month.
“A bra is someone who provides
strength and support,” said Jennifer
Badiu, the director of Cancer Care
Services and The Breast Center at
Southern Illinois Healthcare. “It’s
slang for friend.”
The decorated bras will be displayed throughout the community
throughout October.
Badiu said she hopes this event
will bring more collaboration between
Southern Illinois Healthcare and the
university.
“We want to open the communication between Southern Illinois
Healthcare and SIUC,” Badiu said.

S TEPHEN R ICKERL ~ D AILY E GYPTIAN

Jessica Pyritz, center, president of the Sigma Alpha sorority, and Susan Dallas, left, discuss their winning entry in a bra decorating contest
Thursday. The contest was designed to raise awareness about breast cancer in young women as part of Breast Cancer Awareness Month.
“If we band together, we can have a
stronger, healthier community.”
Ashley Hatfield, this year’s Miss
Illinois and keynote speaker at the
event, said breast cancer is something
everyone should be aware of.
“Now, more and more, we’re hearing about younger women with breast
cancer,” said Hatfield, who was also a
judge for the contest.
Hatfield, a 24-year-old Anna
native, has made breast cancer awareness her platform for the 2007 Miss
Illinois pageant.
“People told me to choose something you’re passionate about,”
Hatfield said. “Breast cancer was the
first thing that came to mind.”

The participating Greek organizations received one bra to decorate for
their sorority or fraternity to make a
statement against breast cancer. Each
participant presented a bra and gave a
short speech on the meaning behind
it and how breast cancer has touched
his life. According to the American
Cancer Society, one in eight women
will develop breast cancer.
“At some point in your life, you
will probably encounter breast cancer,”
Hatfield said.
Badiu said decorating bras seemed
like a fun idea to get young people
involved; however, she said, many
young people overlook breast cancer
until they get older.

“Most women think you have to
be 40 or 50 years old to get tested
for breast cancer, and that’s not true,”
Badiu said. “They’re bringing this
awareness to their own level, and it
makes it real to them.”
Jessica Pyritz, a senior from Normal
studying agribusiness economics and
the president of the Sigma Alpha
sorority, could barely get through her
presentation without tears. She spoke
of her relationship with the adviser
to Sigma Alpha, Susan Dallas, who
was diagnosed with breast cancer in
May 2006.
Unlike Sigma Alpha, Tau Kappa
Epsilon, one of the three fraternities
that participated, chose to approach

the idea from a lighter perspective,
premiering their motto, “Be the breast
you can be.” TKE would go on to win
the bronze bra, which was awarded to
the third best-decorated bra.
The Delta Phi Mu sorority
took the silver bra. Presenter Dayla
Abernathy, a senior from Chicago
studying social work and English,
spoke of the unique stories that each
survivor had to tell.
“We believe that you should
celebrate who you are as a woman,”
Abernathy said.
Madeleine Leroux can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 254 or mleroux@siu.edu.
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STUDENT COLUMN

A Greek journey to a new system
RAY SOPHIE
sophier@siu.edu

For most college students, 9 a.m.
does not exist on Saturdays. For
almost 175 Greeks, it most definitely
came to life this past Saturday as the
first Greek Leadership Conference
in six years was held at the Student
Center. With topics ranging from
hazing and drugs to treasury and
scholarship, the six hour conference
provided current and future Greek
leaders insight and education into
topics that concern us most as a
community.
The conference kicked off with
a rousing presentation by Housing
Director Julie Payne Kirchmeier,
who has a long family history of
Greek involvement. Kirchmeier

talked about the state of the Greek
image and what we as a community
can do to improve it.
Speakers included Greek
Coordinator Andy Morgan,
Housing Coordinator Tina Horvath,
Vice President for Financial &
Administrative Affairs Corey
Bradford and Graduate Assistant
Andrew R. Fruth from the Wellness
Center.
Paul Badgett, the Inter-Greek
Council risk management chair and
coordinator of the event, said it was
more successful than he could have
imagined. Badgett said the people
who came to learn got a lot out
of the conference, receiving great
remarks and ideas on the postconference evaluation.
Instituting this conference is
one of the many steps the Greek
system is taking to improve itself

from within. The Inter-Greek
Council and the Inter-Fraternity
Council passed new constitutions
last year, setting higher standards
for recruitment, membership and
council positions, to name a few.
In the wake of these
changes are the new
Greek Standards, soon
to replace the current
set known as the Greek
Millennium Initiative.
The GMI is a yearlong evaluation of each
organization based
on categories such
as risk management,
recruitment,
scholarship, etc. The new Greek
standards will be a semester based
evaluation that will replace small
detail writing with big picture ideas.
Although this isn’t flashy or

MISSION STATEMENT
The DAILY EGYPTIAN, the student-run newspaper of Southern Illinois University
Carbondale, is committed to being a trusted source of news, information, commentary
and public discourse, while helping readers understand the issues affecting their lives.

exciting, it sets a tone of needed
change for our community in these
times. We have to hold ourselves
accountable for what we are and are
not producing. These standards will
force us to live beyond the norm,
roam outside of our
comfort level and
help us grow not
only as Greeks, but as
individuals.
The new system
takes into account
such things as
events with different
RSOs, participation
in university and
community service
hours and a required schedule of
your organization’s programming for
the semester.
The replacement GMI was put
together by students and advisors

We have to
hold ourselves
accountable
for what we
are and are not
producing.

alike, and although the goals are
high, this is where we as a Greek
system need to aim. Using these
standards will be a step away from
the common perceptions and labels
of Greeks today.
The Greek Standards have
been reviewed and approved by the
administration, and after months of
work, these standards will be voted
on within the coming weeks. This
is one of the many necessary steps
to one day see a new Greek row,
with groups that thrive in quality
numbers.
Although the end result may be
in a distant future, it’s always the
journey that shapes the character
in something. We should all look
forward to this journey.
Sophie is a junior studying
radio-television and journalism.
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hurt me at all. Believe it or not,
“ The punches didn’t
I’ve been hit harder.
”

Glen Miller
mixed martial arts fighter
on being knocked out by Nato Visinia at Saturday’s cage fight
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Our Destiny: It’s our choice
John Benshoff
GUEST COLUMNIST

I grow weary, increasingly,
of our tendencies toward selfdestruction.
The current allegations of
plagiarism against President
Poshard are another event in a
long series that has served to focus
our attention, and the attention
of Illinois and the nation, on
problems rather than solutions
and achievements. All the more
troublesome, as Dr. Prudence
Rice points out in her letter
to the Southern Illinoisan, the
allegations of plagiarism are just
that – allegations.
This is my 20th year at SIUC.
During that time, I’ve seen us
going from being described as a
shining jewel in the state crown of
universities to being described in
far less glowing terms, depending
upon the letter to the editor or
the editorial you read. Now we are
under attack from an anonymous
group that identifies itself as
concerned faculty and alumni, yet
whose actions and behaviors serve
to threaten the university to the
core.

7

It is time to make a choice:
We can continue to be selfdeprecating and self-destructive
and become, eventually, a small
regional university in a remote
part of the
state. Or we, a
community of
faculty, staff,
administrators,
students and
alumni, can seize
control of the
future and destiny
of our university.
At the risk
of being called
Pollyanna, it is
time to move
beyond selfdestruction to
being more selfaware, mutually supportive and
self-confident.
We have much to celebrate.
We are in the highest
category of Carnegie Foundation
universities. We are the economic
engine of southern Illinois.
Princeton Review rates us a Best
Midwestern University and a
Best Value. We have a wonderful

tradition of educating first
generation college students from
throughout the state.
And our research productivity
continues to grow. We have top
10 programs in
Rehabilitation
Counseling
and Vocational
Education in
the U.S. News
and World
Report rankings
and nationally
known and
respected
programs in
many other
disciplines.
Our diversity
initiatives attract
significant
numbers of minority students
and students with disabilities and
are unparalleled in many other
institutions. We are developing
and implementing creative models
to bring educational opportunities
to students throughout the state,
from Rockford to Cairo. Our
undergraduate honors program is
being revamped and revitalized.

Or we, a
community of
faculty, staff,
administrators,
students and
alumni, can seize
control of the
future and destiny
of our university.

The average ACT score of our
2006 freshman class is above the
state and national average.
And, realistically, we have our
problems.
Our infrastructure is
crumbling around us. Enrollment
is stagnant and retention is a
significant concern. State funding
is probably at an all-time low.
Most importantly, our morale and
reputation are suffering badly.
Years ago, a student stopped
after class to tell me she was
enjoying the class and mentioned
the fact that I was addressing
many problem areas in society.
But, then she continued by
commenting she really liked my
emphasis on solutions to problems
and the lively class discussions
that followed. Just as in that
classroom, the choice is ours: We
can focus on problems and selfdeprecation or we can focus on
problem-solving and building on
our achievements.
I’m voting for the latter.
Benshoff is a professor and interim
director of the Rehabilitation
Institute.
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A petition for
external review
DEAR EDITOR:
As members of the faculty at Southern
Illinois University Edwardsville, we are
aware that the reputation of our university
has been harmed by plagiarism charges

We are all guilty
of oversight
DEAR EDITOR:
Oversight is not property of the DE.
We shouldn’t oversee the numerous awards
the DE has received when accusing them
of oversight. In fact, I’d like to point out
that oversight belongs to all of us.
Mr. Poshard is in the paper for either
plagiarism or oversight; President Bush
is in the paper often for his various
oversights (or perhaps more poignantly,
undersights); and we wouldn’t even be
talking about the dwindling health of the

• Letters and guest columns must be submitted
with author’s contact information, preferably via
e-mail. All letters are limited to 300 words and
columns to 500 words. All topics are acceptable.
All submissions are subject to editing.

against our President, Glenn Poshard.
We know the name of our university
cannot be cleared by a panel of reviewers
who operate under President Poshard’s
authority. We also know that the name of
our university cannot be cleared when our
Board of Trustees has declared its support
for President Poshard prior to any review.
Therefore we must insist that

President Poshard submit the plagiarism
charges to review by a panel that is fully
separate from, and independent of, SIU.

environment if it weren’t for the oversight
of most people on Earth.
I wish success for all in their harmless
pursuits, and I am for accentuating the
positive. But please do not attempt to
distract from global issues such as war and
environmental degradation with fanciful
endeavors such as fashion. I am saddened
that I have had to write this commentary
and attempt to re-focus our attention on
things that truly matter and have effects so
much more long lasting than a fashion fad.
Where else but in America can people
be more wrapped up in name-brand
clothing than in the suffering of other
people, or the effects of our actions and

attitudes on many generations to come?
Most of us have lost our connections to
each other, our environment, our food and
ourselves.
Only this can explain why articles
on Paris Hilton, sporting events or new
gadgets become front page news stories
and coverage of human rights issues such
as that of the Burmese Monks is relegated
to Page 4. It must be too difficult to face
these problems, or maybe not important
enough.
I ask myself, who are we?

SIUE professors

Carole Frick
Jeremy Jewell
Sheryl Meyering
Leah O’Brien
John Pendergast
Brian Abel Ragen

Ed Schallert
Steve Tamari
Allison Thomason
Jack Voller
Robert Ware
James Wulfsong

Dave Piercy

junior studying forestry

• Phone number required to verify authorship (number
will not be published). STUDENTS must include year and
major. FACULTY must include rank and department.
NON-ACADEMIC STAFF include position and department.
OTHERS include hometown.
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Radio-Television goes golden
Department has
50th anniversary

days there is absolutely no clear path.”
Bittermann, a senior correspondent
based in Paris, earned his bachelor’s
degree in radio-television. In 1989 he
was named Journalism Alumnus of
Andre Spencer
the Year. Eleven years later he received
DAILY EGYPTIAN
the university’s Alumni Achievement
Southern Illinois University’s Award, and he now teaches broadcast
Department of Radio-Television is news writing and video production at
celebrating its 50th anniversary by the American University of Paris.
Throughout the week, students had
welcoming back some of its most
the opportunity to participate in panel
respected alumni.
Returning alumni, including discussions with Bittermann and other
CNN correspondent Jim Bittermann alumni who came from the university
and documentary filmmaker Hilla and hold top positions in the field.
John Hockheimer said the radio
Medalia, headline the radio-television
50th anniversary celebration, happen- television department has been a part
of the university since July 1, 1957,
ing this week.
after being split
The events
the speech
included a recepWhen I was starting it from
department
tion on Thursday
for students, fac- was much easier. There were to form a new
ulty, and alumni pretty straightforward steps. c o m m u n i c a tions college.
at Giant City
Hockheimer,
Lodge, where These days there is absolutely
the head chair of
Bittermann
no clear path.
the Department
delivered the
-Jim Bittermann
RadioCNN correspondant, SIUC alum of
keynote address.
Television, said
The importance
of the basics of the field of journalism, the purpose of the celebration is to
such as ethics and credibility, was one recognize the department’s past as
of the messages he conveyed in the it continues to release more “creative
men and women” into the rapidly
address.
“The basics that are being taught changing field of media, all the while
here are really more important than planning and building for the future.
Alan Hoffmann, a senior from
ever,” Bittermann said.
A lot has changed at SIU between Lake Stevens, Wa., studying radiowhen he graduated in 1969 and now, television, says he learned more from
and Bittermann said his knowledge of attending the panels then he did in
these changes is something he hoped class.
“You hear from people in the busito share with students. One of these
changes is in the way one moves ness today (who) know what’s going
on and know what directions you’re
forward.
“When I was starting it was much going in,” Hoffmann said.
easier,” Bittermann said. “There were
Andre Spencer can be reached at
pretty straightforward steps. These

“

536-3311 ext. 268 or spec@siu.edu.

CNN senior
correspondant Jim
Bittermann
mingles with
press members and
SIUC faculty
among others
at the Giant
City Lodge
Thursday
night.
Bittermann,
an SIUC
alumnus,
came to
speak in
honor of the
Department
of RadioTelevision’sw
50th
Anniversary
Celebration.
In addition
to reporting for CNN,
Bittermann
also teaches
at the
American
University of
Paris.
B RANDON
C HAPPLE
D AILY E GYPTIAN
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ASTRONAUT
CONTINUED FROM PAGE
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“Part of the reason was my sister
was down here in graduate school —
that was one of the reasons — and
I wanted to go somewhere where
most of my friends were not, so I
wouldn’t party and I would study,”
she said.
Higginbotham went to work for
NASA after graduation and was
selected as an astronaut in 1996. She
made her first mission into space on
the shuttle Discovery in December
2006 and she is set to embark on
another mission aboard the space
shuttle Endeavor next year.
Answering a question from a
woman who said she once tutored
the astronaut in an engineering class,
Higginbotham said her decision to
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Additionally, the Mill Street
underpass will be closed, and East
Mill Street will be blocked just west
of South Washington Street.
The parade is set to begin at 10
a.m. It starts between Poplar Street
and South University Avenue and
ends at the physical plant on South
Illinois Avenue.
Police cars will bookend the
parade, and Carbondale and SIU
Police will work together to ensure
the safety of the parade participants
as well as spectators.
Joel Price, a senior from Port
Byron studying aviation management, is building a float along with
his fraternity brothers in Phi Kappa
Tau for the parade. He said despite
the celebratory nature of homecoming, he hopes people can control
themselves and party responsibly.
“I just want this to be a fun year
without any problems,” Price said.
“My parents are coming down, and I

������������������������������������������������������������������������
�������������������������������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������������������

�
������������

1

����������

CONTINUED FROM PAGE

������������

POLICE

��������

����������
����

��������
�����

�
�����

���
���
���

���������

�����������������

want to show them that SIU isn’t the
party school it’s cracked up to be.”

David Lopez can be reached at 5363311 ext. 273 or dave.lopez@siude.com.

pursue a career as an astronaut was
not planned far in advance. She said
she took a job at NASA after the
association contacted her during her
senior year of college, and a supervisor encouraged her to apply to be an
astronaut. She said was rejected the
first time she applied, which she said
encouraged her further.
“Don’t ever tell me no,” she said.
Matt Baughman, assistant director of the Paul Simon Public Policy
Institute, said Higginbotham’s visit
is valuable to the university in part
because she is an alumna, but also
because she is an important player in
the nation’s space program.
“Our nation spends a considerable amount of resources on space
exploration and the research that
goes into it, and I think it’s critical to
have the opportunity to showcase the

results of that and the people that are
involved in that,” Baughman said.
Charse Nix, a junior from
Chicago studying administration of
justice, said he came to the lecture
because he was interested to hear the
perspective of an alumna who had
been in space.
“It makes you feel good — it
makes you feel anybody can achieve
something if they really set goals,”
Nix said.
Higginbotham is scheduled to
speak to a group of high school
students at the School of Law auditorium this morning and she is set to
appear in the homecoming parade
Saturday morning with her driver,
Chancellor Fernando Treviño.
Joe Crawford can be reached at 5363311 ext. 254 or jcrawford@siude.com.
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HOMECOMING
CONTINUED FROM PAGE

1

Kaid, who received her bachelor’s degree in German and her
master’s and doctoral degrees in
speech communication from SIU,
was chosen for essentially founding
the study of political advertising,
Dillard said.

DONKEY
CONTINUED FROM PAGE

1

at the old school to raise money
for a scholarship the group hopes
to start.
Morgan Sherman, president of
the Collegiate FFA, said he didn’t
know if the scholarship would go to
a transfer student or a current student, but he said he knew the group
would need to raise a lot of money
to fund it.
“We hope to raise several hundred dollars,” Sherman said.
Sherman said not all the proceeds
would go to his group. He said the
company that provides the donkeys
takes 60 percent of the earnings and
the use of the gymnasium would
cost 10 percent.
Nena and Heath Arnold own
the donkey basketball company,
Circle A Donkey Basketball, from
Tennessee.
Nena Arnold said she has only
been involved with Circle A Donkey
Basketball for about three years. She
said the sport is a great fundraiser.

ABOVE: The picnic dome still stands 43 years later and is
now surrounded by a frisbee golf course.
LEFT: April 3, 1964, construction workers fit into place
the sections of a new picnic dome at Lake on the Campus.
The dome, located north of the boathouse near Campus
Drive is designed for group picnics and can accomodate 40
or more people.

On game day, the Association’s
band will practice with SIUC’s
marching band in preparation for
their combined half time show.
Although the Association’s tailgate party is usually limited to duespaying members, its homecoming
tailgate will be a free-for-all. She
said the Association relied primarily on donations, but it used dues

to pay for any additional expenses.
The Association has about 18,200
dues-paying members. Ashner said
preparations have been made for
about 3,500 guests.
“Every hotel from here to Mount
Vernon is full,” Ashner said.

“It’s one of the biggest fundraisers
out here, and we raise a lot of money
for a lot of schools,” she said.
Arnold also explained that
although donkey basketball is
meant to entertain, there have been
instances in her three years she will
never forget, but not because of
laughter.
“We had a donkey game in
Missouri and they raised money
for St. Jude (Children’s Research
Hospital) and a teacher with cancer,
and they raised over $22,000,” she
said.
After being in a gymnasium with
no air conditioning, one fan, about
100 people and 10 donkeys, the
players were all out of breath and
covered in sweat.
One player, Leah Otten, a junior
from Frankfort studying dental
hygiene playing on the Collegiate
FFA team, said this was her first
time riding a donkey and her legs
were “dead.”
“I kicked him and I swatted him
on the butt, but he still wouldn’t
move,” Otten said. “It was definitely

fun and I would do it again.”
There were a few simple rules
the players had to follow. Each player had to constantly hold his or her
donkey and in order to pass, shoot
or steal the ball, the player had to be
mounted on the donkey.
The tournament consisted of six
teams and four games. There were
three regular-play eight-minute
games and one final championship
game.
The over-all winner of the tournament was the horticultural club, which
defeated the Collegiate FFA 3-2.
Lindsey Robinson, a senior from
Harrisburg studying plant and soil
sciences, said even though she fell
off her donkey several times she
still recommended everyone give the
sport a try.
“A lot of people say ‘Why would
I ever go watch a bunch of donkeys
run around on a basketball floor,’
but once you get here you see for
yourself how fun and exciting it is,”
Robinson said.

Brandy Oxford can be reached at 5363311 ext. 259 or boxford@siu.edu.

Christian Holt can be reached at 536-

Court hearing set for
Nov. 8 for O.J. Simpson
Ken Ritter
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

LA S V E G A S — A judge
Thursday scheduled a hearing next
month for prosecutors to present
evidence against O.J. Simpson and
five other men accused of kidnapping and robbing two sports memorabilia dealers at gunpoint.
Justice of the Peace Joe
Bonaventure Jr. ordered the defendants and their lawyers to attend
the hearing on Nov. 8 and possibly
the next day.
Rejecting a request from one of
the defendant’s lawyers for a later
date, Bonaventure said, “I have to
consider the state, co-defendants,
witnesses (and) the general public.”
Clark County District Attorney
David Roger did not oppose the
date. He could present evidence

behind closed doors to a grand jury
before Nov. 8 instead of making it
public.
A hearing would allow defense
attorneys to cross-examine each
witness and present their own witnesses, while a grand jury would
not. At the hearing’s conclusion,
the judge would be asked whether
to bind the case over for trial in
state court.
Simpson’s local lawyer, Gabriel
Grasso, confirmed outside court
that Simpson will attend the hearing with his Miami-based attorney,
Yale Galanter.
The former football star and
his co-defendants are accused of
holding memorabilia dealers Bruce
Fromong and Alfred Beardsley at
gunpoint Sept. 13 in a hotel room
and taking boxes of autographed
footballs and other collectibles.

Simpson has claimed some of the
items belonged to him and he was
retrieving them.
Each man faces 10 charges
including kidnapping, armed robbery, assault with a weapon, burglary and conspiracy. The kidnapping charge carries the possibility
of life in prison if convicted.
Simpson, 60, faces an 11th
felony charge, coercion, stemming
from allegations that he took a cell
phone from Fromong.
At the court hearing, a lawyer entered a not guilty plea on
behalf of one of the co-defendants, Clarence Stewart, 53, of Las
Vegas.
The judge made other moves
that consolidate the defendants’
cases, canceling an arraignment
and two preliminary hearings for
three of the accused men.
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Track star Marion Jones admits to doping
BOB BAUM

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

For years, Marion Jones angrily
denied she was a drug cheat, swearing she was clean and daring anyone
to prove otherwise.
Seven years after her triumphs
at the 2000 Olympics, the threetime gold medalist has admitted in
a recent letter to family and close
friends that she used steroids before
the Sydney Games, The Washington
Post reported Thursday.
She’s scheduled to appear in U.S.
District Court in White Plains,
N.Y., on Friday to plead guilty to
charges in connection with her steroid use, a federal law enforcement
source told The Associated Press.
The official spoke on condition of
anonymity because the investigation is ongoing, and would not
provide specific details about the
plea.
“I want to apologize for all of
this,” the Post reported Jones saying
in her letter, quoting a person who
received a copy and read it to the
paper. “I am sorry for disappointing
you all in so many ways.”
Jones said in her letter that she
faced up to six months in jail and
would be sentenced in three months,
according to the newspaper.
The admission also could cost
Jones the five medals she won in
Sydney, where she was the most celebrated female athlete of the games.
She didn’t win the five golds she
wanted, but she came away with
three and two bronzes, and her
bright smile and charming personality made her a star.
No one answered the door at her
home in Austin, Texas, Thursday
evening, and a message left by the
AP for a phone number registered to
her husband, Obadele Thompson,

was not immediately returned.
enhancing drugs until she stopped
The triple gold medalist in training with Graham at the end of
Sydney said she took “the clear” 2002. She said she lied when federal
for two years, beginning in 1999, agents questioned her in 2003, panand that she got it from former icking when they presented her with
coach Trevor Graham, who told her a sample of “the clear,” which she
it was flaxseed oil, the newspaper recognized as the substance Graham
had given her.
reported.
“The clear” is a performance“It’s funky, because you wanted
enhancing drug linked to BALCO, to believe she was clean,” said Jon
the lab at the center of the steroids Drummond, a gold medalist in the
scandal in professional sports. Home 400 relay in Sydney. “It’s like that old
run king Barry Bonds, New York saying, ‘Cheaters never win.’ So no
matter how gloYankees slugger
Jason Giambi
rious or glamorand
Detroit It’s funky, because you
ous things look,
Tigers outfielder wanted to believe she was you’ll get caught
Gary Sheffield all
and pay a price
have been linked clean. It’s like that old
for it.
caught
to the Bay Area
saying, ‘Cheaters never win.’ me “It
by total surLaboratory CoOperative and So no matter how glorious prise,” he added.
were among more
“It’s a shock. I
or glamorous things look, thought
it was
than two dozen
athletes who tes- you’ll get caught and pay a a closed case.
It doesn’t help
tified before a
track and field
federal grand jury price for it.
at all, except
in 2003.
— Jon Drummond maybe by letting
Bonds denied
Olympic gold medalist, 400 relay
ever knowingly
the world know,
people always
taking performance-enhancing drugs, saying he get to the bottom of things. We
believed a clear substance and a shouldn’t be afraid of the truth, but
cream, given to him by his trainer, it’s sad it came to this.”
were flaxseed oil and an arthritis
Jones’ career has been tarnished
the last several years by doping allebalm.
Until now, Jones had denied gations against her. In August 2006,
doping, even suing BALCO found- a urine sample tested positive for
er Victor Conte in 2004 for $25 EPO, but Jones was cleared when a
million. Conte repeatedly accused backup sample tested negative.
Jones of using performance-enhancShe also was among the athing drugs and said he watched her letes who testified before a BALCO
grand jury in 2003. Her former boyinject herself.
“It cost me a lot of money to friend, Tim Montgomery, also testidefend myself,” Conte said Thursday. fied, and was given a two-year ban
“But I told the truth then, and I’m for doping in late 2005. Michelle
Collins and Justin Gatlin, who also
telling it now.”
In her letter, Jones said she didn’t trained with Graham, were banned
realize she’d used performance- for doping violations, too.

“

Graham has a Nov. 26 trial date
after being indicted in the BALCO
case last November on three counts
of lying to federal agents. Graham,
who has pleaded not guilty, helped
launch the government’s steroid
probe in 2003 when he mailed a vial
of “the clear” — previously undetectable — to the U.S. Anti-Doping
Agency.
A woman who answered the
phone at Graham’s home in Raleigh,
N.C., declined to identify herself,
but said Graham was not home
before refusing to answer any other
questions. There was no answer at
the door of Graham’s north Raleigh
home.
USA Track & Field was not
aware of Jones’ letter nor any
pending legal action, CEO Craig
Masback said.
“Anything that exposes the
truth about drug use in sport is
good for ensuring the integrity of
sport,” Masback said. “Any use of
performance-enhancing substances
is a tragedy for the athlete, their
teammates, friends, family and the
sport.”
Darryl Seibel, spokesman for the
U.S. Olympic Committee, declined
comment on whether Jones would
lose her medals until legal proceedings are completed.
“If these reports are true,” Seibel
said, “it is an admission of responsibility from an athlete who owed her
sport and the Olympic movement
much better.”
The Post also reported that, in
her letter, Jones said she lied about
a $25,000 check given to her by
Montgomery, who pleaded guilty
in New York in April as part of
a criminal scheme to cash millions of dollars worth of stolen or
forged checks. He has yet to be
sentenced.
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This year, the SIU Athletic
Department will honor last season’s
men’s basketball team, which went
to the Sweet 16 in the NCAA
Tournament, and last season’s MVC
champion women’s golf team.
Members on the squads still in the
Carbondale area will be walked onto
the field to accept the award.
Early signs are positive for the
“Pack the Mac” event as Saluki Row,
the tailgating area, has been sold out,
Gazdik said. The Alumni Association
will also have a special tent set up
in Saluki Row as they are expecting
numerous alumni to attend the weekend festivities.
The football game won’t be the
only festivities surrounding homecoming Saturday. The SIU volleyball
team has two games this weekend,
and fans with a ticket stub from the
football game get into the volleyball
game for $1.
Amy Spomer, a graduate assistant
for the Athletic Department, said the
marketing team has prepared for the
volleyball game as well.
“We’re just hoping a lot of football
fans will take advantage on the $1
tickets and come out to cheer on the
volleyball team,” Spomer said.
Jeff Engelhardt can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 238 or jengel@siu.edu.
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by Justin Borus and Andrew Feinstein

By Linda C. Black

Today’s Birthday. You’re the star
of the show this year. You learn your
lines easily and you’re naturally confident. You’re also drop-dead gorgeous, and that doesn’t hurt a bit.

by Glenn McCoy

The Duplex

Sudoku

15

By The Mepham Group

To get the advantage, check the
day’s rating: 10 is the easiest day, 0
the most challenging.
Aries (March 21-April 19) —
Today is an 8 — Don’t let a minor
squabble interfere with your dreams.
Lovers’ quarrels clear the air and keep
everybody honest. And making up is
awesome.
Taurus (April 20-May 20)
— Today is a 5 — Your family is
your main reason for just about
everything. Make sure they’re all
comfy and you will sleep like a baby
tonight.
Gemini (May 21-June 21) —
Today is an 8 — It’s better to say
nothing at all than to risk being misunderstood. You’re on a roll, but if in
doubt, keep your mouth shut.
Cancer (June 22-July 22) —
Today is a 5 — You can afford to get
a special treat for the family. Cheer
them up and make yourself feel better at the same time. Spread some
fun around.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) — Today
is a 9 — You emerge triumphant
from recent contemplations. Almost
everything makes perfect sense. That
which still doesn’t is not important.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) —
Today is a 5 — Before you go on
your shopping trip, check out what’s
in your closets. You may already have
most of what you think you need.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) —
Today is an 8 — You have no idea
how much your friends look to you
for advice. They value your judgment, and well they should. You read
a lot more than they do. Most of
them, anyway.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
— Today is a 6 — The boss is in a
generous mood. Good time to ask for
more money. Be outrageous.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) —
Today is a 9 — A critic is telling you
not to try. Ignore that pesky voice,
especially if it comes from your own
head. Your success is assured.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
— Today is a 6 — You have access
to more than you thought. That
amount will grow if you can keep
from spending it. That’s the tough
part.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) —
Today is an 8 — Don’t repeat everything you hear. Don’t repeat any of it,
especially the part that’s rebellious.
You don’t need any more trouble.
Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) —
Today is a 6 — The job takes all your
attention and most of your time. It
should be enjoyable though, once
you get into it. You might even accidentally work late. Stranger things
have happened.

(c) 2007, Tribune Media Services Inc. | Distributed by McClatchy-Tribune Information Services.

Level: 1

2

3

4

Complete the grid so each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every digit
1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solution to Thursday’s puzzle

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion

Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

LEVED
©2007 Tribune Media Services, Inc.
All Rights Reserved.

NICCY
© 2007 The Mepham Group. Distributed by Tribune Media Services. All rights reserved.
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www.jumble.com

VAQUER

THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Williams
ACROSS
1 Rubbed out
6 Soup server
11 Figures pro
14 Rummy
15 Grin
16 Surprised sounds
17 Bird’s seat?
19 Come to pass,
briefly
20 French river
21 “Gunga __”
22 Unlikely
23 Article of
clothing
25 Bird’s watering
hole?
27 Nabisco cookie
28 Shoshone
30 Farewell, Pedro
31 Brief handbills
32 Hemingway,
familiarly
34 Carefree
35 Bird’s cowl?
37 Store, as grain
40 Lachrymosity
result
41 Strike-caller, in
brief
44 Uproarious
45 Pugilist’s stats
46 Afghanistan
location

Ans:
Yesterday’s

47
49
52
53

Bird’s jewelry?
Able to pay
Ticks off
New Zealand
bird, of the past
55 Brandish

56 Puppy’s bite
57 Bird’s tuft of
feathers?
60 Young ladies’ org.
61 Looked at
amorously

62 Japanese
immigrant
63 Like a wallflower
64 Deputized body
65 Dry runs

DOWN
1 Cockney emcee
2 Printed-silk fabric
3 London
hubbubs
4 __ Pie (frozen
treat)
5 Plow man
6 Dr. Leary’s drug
7 In the thick of
8 Conquer
partner?
9 Argentine plain
10 Dusk, to Donne
11 Live together
12 King Tut, e.g.
13 Malign
18 Desire
22 Performed again
23 Tibetan gazelle
24 Amazon native
26 Heroism
29 So much, in
music

32 Coral
component
33 Burrows or
Fortas
34 Long, fluffy scarf
35 Jeopardizes
36 Dame Myra
37 Finales
38 Feed
39 Wages when
ailing
41 Futile
42 Fixed attitude
43 Jockey Day
45 Small hills
46 Loath
48 Insect stage
50 Possess
51 Lawful
54 Poker bullets
57 Beau Brummell
58 Lyric verse
59 “__ the season...”

Now arrange the circled letters
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

“

”

(Answers tomorrow)
Monday
MUSTY
HICCUP
FLATLY
Jumbles: JUROR
Answer: What the knife thrower wore on stage —
A “SHARP” OUTFIT

siuDE.com
www.
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Gloria Bode says have a fun and safe
homecoming weekend. GO SALUKIS!!
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Haunted southern Illinois
Audra Ord

DAILY EGYPTIAN
Editor’s Note: This is the f irst in a
weekly series, appearing throughout
October, exploring haunted places in the
Carbondale area.

Take a walk through Oakland
Cemetery at dusk and you may observe
some mildly-creepy things — several
cracked headstones, a couple of dark
mausoleums and, on some nights, a
little girl playing amongst the gravestones.
Oakland Cemetery, located on
North Oakland Avenue, is just one a
few Carbondale attractions that are
allegedly haunted.
Entering the cemetery, the tree
branches sway in the wind and look
like long fingers beckoning people into
the cemetery, offering a not-so-warm
welcome to the burial ground.
Large sarcophaguses dot the landscape. One of them is particularly oldlooking and seems to shift and settle in
its old age as you pass.
A mausoleum stands on the left

“ Sometimes at night,

the mausoleum opens and
you can see a glow come
from within it.

-Brandon Hale
Carbondale Ghost Researcher

Pulse Picks
Here are some suggestions from the
Pulse Team for what to do during this
homecoming weekend:

Alicia Wade

1. Hit every party and meet some
alumni, but don’t learn anyone’s name
because you won’t remember it later.
2. Go Halloween costume shopping. It’s early enough that all the good
costumes are still on the racks.

Jakina Hill

1. Study.
2. Party like a rock star.

Audra Ord

1. Go see the Salukis rock the field
at the homecoming game.
2. Attend the homecoming parade
and steal all the candy from the little
children.

side of the road, just past the entrance.
The dark stone and green, rusting
door entices you to come closer.
Every once in a while, the mausoleum doors unlock, according to local
lore, said Scott Thorne.
Thorne, a local ghost researcher,
said he has not been fortunate enough
to find the doors unlocked.
“Sometimes at night, the mausoleum opens and you can see a glow
come from within it,” Brandon Hale,
another ghost researcher who works in
conjunction with Thorne, said.
“On those nights, you can see a
girl’s spirit playing among the gravestones,” Hale said.
Thorne said similar to the subjects
of most ghost stories in Carbondale,
the girl’s identity remains a mystery.
Through the door of the mass
burial room, you can just make out

D UVALE R ILEY ~ D AILY E GYPTIAN

The Oakland Cemetery in Carbondale has been said to be haunted with spirits who roam the
graveyard at night along with other mysterious behavior.
through the fading sunlight streaming
through the window a small table at
the rear. On the table sits a brown box,
approximately 1 foot tall by 4 inches
square.
The mausoleum offers no clues
as to the significance of the box; the
importance seems to have been buried
with the eight bodies encased in granite and cement in the structure.
Return after darkness has fallen

and the cemetery has a much more
eerie feel.
The long shadows from sunset
have been replaced by more sinisterlooking shadows from the headstones.
Odd glows emanate from grave decorations, eerie blue crosses shining
through the darkness of the cemetery.
You pause, allowing your eyes to
adjust to the low light. Once again
your destination is the mausoleum.

Reaching it, you extend your hand
for the cold, metal handle, hoping the
local lore isn’t true.
Tonight, you are lucky — the
mausoleum remains locked, and the
only graveyard glows are coming from
the decorations. For now, the spirits
remain at rest.
Audra Ord can be reached at 536-3311
ext. 275 or at aord@siude.com.

‘Dancing’ comes to Marion
Audra Ord

DAILY EGYPTIAN

The soft strain of a waltz drifts
through the air as a pair of dancers
glide gracefully across the stage at
the Marion Civic Center during a
rehearsal for their upcoming performance.
Through the universal language
of music and dance, Artstarts, a nonprofit organization in southern Illinois
that introduces area youth to the arts,
is connecting the community and raising money for local charities.
The organization, in conjunction
with the Bank of Marion, is hosting a local version of the nationally
acclaimed show “Dancing With the
Stars” Saturday night at the Marion
Civic Center.

Like their television counterparts,
the local dancers will compete for a
disco-ball trophy while audience votes
determine the winner.
Nine charities are participating in
the event, each represented by a dancing couple chosen by their respective
charity.
Public officials such as state
Rep. John Bradley, D-Marion, and
Williamson County Sheriff Tom
Cundiff will serve as quickstep kings
for the evening, following in the steps
of Olympic speed skater Apollo Ono
and singer Joey Fatone, who appeared
on the television show last season.
The couples will perform three
dances: ballroom, Latin and freestyle.
A panel of judges, led by Marion
Mayor Bob Butler, will critique the

couples after each performance.
Audience members will vote
for their favorite couple by pledging money to the charity the couple
represents. The couple that raises the
most money wins the coveted discoball trophy.
One of the dancers for the
Carbondale Women’s Center,
Lawrence O’Neill, said he’s nervous
and excited for the event.
“It’s all my friends, and I have really
been talking about for the past few
weeks,” O’Neill said. “It’s just going
to be a really good experience for
everybody.”
Though there is only one trophy, everybody comes out a winner in
this event, said Cindy Hunt, executive
director for the Artstarts program.

Attendees are asked to bring canned
goods to donate to the Ministerial
Alliance, one of the charities participating in the event.
Children involved in the Artstarts
program began collecting canned
goods since rehearsals started, Hunt
said.
“We’re trying to get them to understand how important community service work is,” Hunt said.
The event begins at 7 p.m.
Saturday. Tickets are $25 and are available through the Marion Civic Center
Box Office by calling 618-997-4030.
Seating is reserved, but tickets may
also be purchased at the door.
Audra Ord can be reached at 536-3311
ext. 275 or at aord@siude.com.
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Salukis look to make a splash
Swimming and
diving opens
season Saturday
Jeff Engelhardt
DAILY EGYPTIAN

The SIU swimming and diving
team joined the ranks of championship-caliber teams last season, but its
members are determined to remain
grounded.
Though the swimmers will face
some top competition this season with
upcoming invites in premiere conferences, it is important for them not to
“stargaze,” said returning team leader
Patrick Sullivan.
“When you swim against tough
teams it’s going to prepare you to swim
faster,” Sullivan said. “But what you
can’t do is stargaze and say ‘Oh look,
this is Florida.’ So hopefully I can provide leadership in those situations.”
Sullivan is one of four seniors
returning to a men’s squad that finished fourth in the Sun Belt conference
last season. The women’s team, which
travels to many of the same meets,
won the Missouri Valley Conference
last season.
Both the men and women’s team
boast returning Swimmers of the Year
award winners in juniors Julie Ju and
Antonio Santoro. The women also
return reigning Diver of the Year in
senior Christina Curtuneanu and
Diving Coach of the Year Chunhua
Zhao.
Head coach Rick Walker said he
was happy with last year’s team and
can already see improvement this year.
“We are off to a great start, but
the final outcome is in their control,”
Walker said. “We are headstrong in
the right way and you can see how bad
they want to win.”
Sophomore Tim Silkaitis was one
of last season’s top performers as a
freshman. Silkaitis had top-three times
for the team in the 100- and 200-yard
backstroke and in the 200- and 400yard individual medley. Silkaitis went
through the freshmen experience last
season, and said the new class this year
looks ready to make an impact.

VOLLEY
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She said the team needs to regain
its confidence because it is still in a
position to win against good teams
after starting the season 8-2.
One player looking for a hot-start
is junior Kristy Elswick, who enters
the weekend 19 digs shy of SIU’s alltime career record.
The 5-foot 5-inch libero averages

J AMES D URBIN ~ D AILY E GYPTIAN

Junior swimmer Julie Ju practices at the SIU Recreation Center
pool during team practice Wednesday. Ju looks to start the season
strong Saturday as the reigning MVC women’s Swimmer of the Year.
“We have four new guys and all of
them seem to be holding their weight
like we thought they would,” Silkaitis
said. “Last year I was able to talk to a
few of them, so having them actually
join the team is pretty cool.”
Walker said the returning seniors
from last season’s women’s squad have
the potential to repeat as conference
champions.
Ju had the best time in five events
for the team last season, while the only
other senior, Abby Blank, had a topfive time in six different events.
Blank said the team is prepared to
defend the conference championship.
“It felt really good to win conference last year, and knowing that we did
win is a motivation for us to repeat,”
Blank said. “There is always room
for improvement in swimming and
we have to continue to work hard in
practice.”
Walker said a championship-caliber team is built from the bottom up,
and if the swimmers out of the topthree can improve every meet, there is
a good chance of winning.
Junior Karin Mullendore fulfilled
that philosophy last season, as she had
an 11-second difference between her
first and last times.
Mullendore said the team is going
to have to work harder then ever with

the rest of the conference gunning for
them.
“You always have to worry about
the other teams, because they are
going to be hungry,” Mullendore said.
“We have a lot of depth this year and
we all have come together as a team, so
I think we will do well.”
The Salukis will face their first
test Saturday when both the men and
women squads begin their seasons
against Evansville. Both teams dominated Evansville last season in the
opener, winning their meets 158-81
and 157-75 respectively.
This year, Walker said the team
will enter this first meet trying to see
where they are and what they need
to improve on, but still entering the
meet to win.
“If you ask (SIU football coach)
Jerry Kill what he was looking for in
his first game, it was probably ‘Gosh,
I’m so glad we’re not hitting each
other,’ and that’s how it is for us,”
Walker said. “We just want to compete
against another team. This first meet
will be a mirror for the team to see
how they look, if you don’t like what
you see, you go back and get a little
plastic surgery.”

4.86 digs this season and looks to
take over the record set by Kristie
Kemner in 2002.
Even with the record in reach,
Elswick said she hasn’t thought about
it much and wants to keep the team
as her first priority.
“I don’t keep track of it. It’s more
just if we win or if we lose,” Elswick
said. “I think once I graduate it will
be a big deal, but right now its just if
we go to conference tournament.”

Coach Brenda Winkeler said
even with the success Elswick has
had in her first two years at SIU, she
still sees improvements in the junior’s
game. She said she often sees players
who stand out early in their careers
struggle by their junior year, but
Elswick has continued expanding
her game and remains consistent.

Jeff Engelhardt can be reached at 5363311 ext. 238 or jengel@siu.edu.

Megan Kramper can be reached at 5363311 ext. 282 or megkramp@siu.edu.
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Brandon Jacobs

What is your upset pick this weekend?
“No. 9 Florida, coming off a rude awakening against unranked Auburn, is primed for
the upset, as LSU’s first No. 1 ranking in any of
its players’ lives will end. The Tigers’ coach was
right when he said his team didn’t deserve
the top spot, and Gator QB Tim Tebow will
prove it against one of the stingiest defenses
in the country.”

SEAN MCGAHAN
smcgahan
@siude.com

“Here’s my upset: Tim Couch has been
suspended for violating the NFL’s steroids policy! So much for that comeback
attempt. But my real upset pick is San
Diego over Denver. The Broncos’ cornerback duo won’t help them because the
Chargers’ best receiver is tight end Antonio
Gates, and they have no receivers.”

SCOTT MIESZALA
smieszala
@siude.com

“I’ll take unranked Illinois over No. 5
Wisconsin. The Badgers are only 5-0
because their strength of schedule thus far
has been weak, and with the momentum
Illinois is on and playing at home this week
will definitely give the Illini the edge.”

MEGAN KRAMPER
mkramper
@siude.com

Brandon Jacobs is
reportedly ready to return
from the sprained MCL he
suffered in Week 1. Jacobs
had six carries for 26 yards in
that game, which the Giants
lost 45-35 to the Cowboys.
Jacobs’ replacement, Derrick
Ward, has rushed for 88.3
yards per game in Jacobs’
absence, making his role
uncertain in his return to the
lineup. The Giants play the
Jets on at noon Sunday.

GUEST COMMENTATOR : CRAIG TURNER
“I’ll take (No. 19) Texas (over No. 10 Oklahoma). Their defense
is playing well, the high energy of the impact of the crowd is
going to play a big role — they’re in Texas. That home crowd
is serious. They play well at home, but basically their defense
is playing well and their offense is going to provide off the
defense’s big plays.”

?

– SIU football cornerback and return specialist Craig Turner

SALUKIS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE

Do you have questions for the Saluki
Insider that you want answered?
E-mail: editor@siude.com

the Gateway’s Freshman of the Year
last season, can’t play, he’s confident
in sophomore Ryan Patton’s ability to
fill in as he did in the Indiana State
contest.
Youngstown State has averaged
225.8 rushing yards per game this
season, while the Salukis have allowed
144.2.
Saluki senior defensive tackle
Andre Tillman said the run defense

20

and three touchdowns on the ground.
SIU sophomore linebacker
Brandin Jordan missed the Salukis’
game at Indiana State because of an
injury. He said it was hard to sit out
the game but he hopes to be ready to
play Saturday.
Kill said if Jordan, who was named

would be key in SIU’s attempt to start
6-0 for the first time since 1983, when
the Salukis won the Division I-AA
National Championship.
“We stop the run, we win the
game,” Tillman said. “Easy as that.”
Scott Mieszala can be reached at 5363311 ext. 256 or smieszala@siude.com.
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No. 7 Southern Illinois
Salukis (5-0, 1-0 Gateway)
vs. No. 10 Youngstown
State Penguins (4-1, 1-0
Gateway)
When: Saturday
Time: 2:30 p.m.
Where: McAndrew Stadium
Broadcast: College Sports Television (CSTV
— live), 95.1 FM (radio), www.siusalukis.com
(audio Web cast and DawgWatchTV)

The word on the Salukis

The Salukis have won their last three games by
a combined score of 174-23 and boast the largest victory margin in the league throughout the
season. Their offense leads the FCS with 53.4
points per game and 37 touchdowns.

The word on the
Penguins

Youngstown State is undefeated in their last
four games after losing the season opener to
Ohio State. The Penguins average 31 points per
game — good for 33rd in the FCS — and have
scored 21 touchdowns on the season.

Position breakdown
QUARTERBACK: SIU quarterback Nick Hill has
the third best efficiency rating in the FCS with
190.1 and has completed 70.9 percent of his
passes without throwing a single interception.
He has completed 78 passes for 1,060 yards and
13 touchdowns.
Youngstown State quarterback Tom Zetts
has an efficiency rating of 125.6, having completed 61.5 percent of his passes while throwing three interceptions on the year. He has
thrown for 708 yards and four touchdowns.
ADVANTAGE: SIU
RETURN SPECIALIST: SIU return specialist Craig Turner averages 11.4 yards per punt
return and 32.8 yards per kickoff return. Turner
has returned the ball 15 times for a total of 342
yards.
Youngstown State return specialist
De’Angelo Wilson averages 9 yards per punt
return and 22 yards per kick off return. Wilson
has returned the ball 17 times for a total of
231 yards.
ADVANTAGE: SIU

Friday, October 5, 2007
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MLB PLAYOFF GLANCE: ALL RESULTS AS OF PRESS TIME
Chicago Cubs 2, Arizona Diamondbacks 4 — top 3rd (Diamondbacks lead series 1-0)
Colorado Rockies 10, Philadelphia Phillies 5 (Rockies lead series 2-0)
N.Y. Yankees at Cleveland Indians 12, N.Y. Yankees 3 (Indians lead series 1-0)

SOUTHERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY

FOOTBALL

Tough test lies ahead
No. 7 SIU
faces No. 10
Youngstown State
Saturday

DAILY EGYPTIAN

DAILY EGYPTIAN

T HOMAS B ARKER ~ D AILY E GYPTIAN

SIU senior running back John Randle side-steps a defender during the Salukis’ 72-10 victory against
Indiana State Sept. 29. Randle said the team faces its most difficult task in nearly a month when they
face No. 10 Youngstown State Saturday.
Youngstown State, Randle said he
could see an increase in his carries
on Saturday, depending on how the
game plays out.
“We might pass more this week,
we don’t know yet,” Randle said. “It
depends on, we got to try to establish the run game, and from then on
see what they give us.”
Senior quarterback Nick Hill has
not thrown an interception this season, and has completed 70.9 percent
of his passes with 13 touchdowns.
Last season against the Penguins,

Hill threw an interception in the
fourth quarter with the score tied
24-24. Youngstown State scored a
touchdown on the ensuing possession, and the extra point made the
score 31-24.
SIU coach Jerry Kill said Hill
has to play well Saturday against
Youngstown State, and the key for
the Salukis is not committing turnovers.
“If we take care of the football,
then we’ll have a chance to win the
game,” Kill said. “If we don’t, we

won’t win.”
The Penguins’ rushing attack
has featured the running back who
has been the healthiest, Youngstown
State coach Jon Heacock said.
Jabari Scott is the Penguins’
starter, but he missed the game
against Missouri State. Kevin Smith
was given the start in his place
and was named Gateway Football
Conference Offensive Player of the
Week after racking up 102 yards and
See SALUKIS, Page 19

VOLLEYBALL

Salukis head home for busy weekend
Junior libero
Kristy Elswick
dives for the ball
during practice
Tuesday afternoon.
Elswick is 19 digs
away from breaking the all-time SIU
career record.

DAILY EGYPTIAN

After a rough weekend on the
road, the SIU volleyball team will
return to the comforts of Davies
Gymnasium today looking to wipe
the slate clean.
The Salukis will take on
Missouri Valley Conference foes
Drake and Creighton this weekend
looking to improve on their 2-3
conference record.
The Salukis begin their weekend homestand against the Drake
Bulldogs today (5-11 overall, 2-3

If the SIU Athletic Department
has its wish fulfilled, there won’t be a
spot of bleacher visible in McAndrew
Stadium Saturday.
The Athletic Department is
making a push to set an attendance
record for SIU’s homecoming game
at 2:30 p.m. Saturday against No.10
Youngstown State. The No.7 Salukis
are 5-0, yet only average 10,452 people per game this season in a stadium
with a maximum capacity of 17,150.
Youngstown State averages 16,137
fans per game, and has had a similarly
successful record of 4-1 this season.
The Athletic Department hopes
Saturday’s game will be a turning
point for McAndrew’s attendance
figures because of the homecoming
atmosphere and importance of the
game, said Mark Gazdik, assistant
athletic director of marketing.
“Packing the stadium is something
that should be going on every game,
but we are looking at this homecoming game as the start,” Gazdik said.
“The goal is to get record crowds on a
regular basis to see a top-10 team.”
Gazdik said the marketing department has set a promotional plan by
passing out flyers and buying print
and radio advertisements to help
spread the word about the game.
The goal is to get 13,721 fans to
attend, which would set the attendance record for the Jerry Kill-era of
SIU football.
McAndrew Stadium has only
sold-out one game in its near 70year-history — an SIU 37-35 victory against Eastern Illinois Sept.
13, 1980.
At the game, the university honored former Saluki football player
Mark Hemphill, who had been paralyzed during a game against Illinois
State in the previous season.
Special events will be occurring
this year in order to help bring out
as many people as possible. A pregame parade will march throughout
Carbondale, and the annual crowning
of the homecoming king and queen
will take place at halftime on the 50yard line.
See GAME, Page 13
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Megan Kramper

Athletics
looks to
improve
attendance
Jeff Engelhardt

Scott Mieszala
After winning its last three
games by a combined score of 17423, the SIU football team is about to
face its first test in nearly a month.
The No. 7 Salukis (5-0, 1-0
Gateway) host No. 10 Youngstown
State on Saturday for a 2:30 p.m.
kickoff.
The Penguins (4-1, 1-0) rolled
in their first conference game on
Saturday, beating Missouri State
49-21 to win their fourth straight
game.
SIU senior running back John
Randle said Youngstown State
would be the Salukis’ first test since
beating Northern Illinois 34-31 on
Sept. 8.
“It’ll be a tough test — a calculus
test,” Randle said.
Randle ran for his fourth and
fifth touchdowns of the season
Saturday at Indiana State, a 72-10
win for SIU.
When the Salukis lost to
Youngstown State 34-28 last season, Randle had three carries for 12
yards as Arkee Whitlock’s backup.
Whitlock ran for 218 yards and
three touchdowns on 35 carries in
that matchup.
Randle has had 18 carries in
each of the last two games but has
not carried the ball once in the
fourth quarter this season.
But with a tougher opponent in
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MVC) before playing the second
ranked team in the conference in
Creighton Saturday — both games
starting at 7 p.m.
Elswick said the Bulldogs, who
were picked to finish in last place
in the MVC preseason poll, are
a scrappy team that could lead to
problems for the opponent.
Drake has been led this season by underclassman Chelsea
Lauersdorf, a sophomore setter
with 7.16 assists per game, and
freshman outside hitter Angela
Bys, who records 3.57 kills per
game.

Saturday’s opponent, the
Bluejays (11-5, 5-0), are led by
senior middle back Kelly Goc, who
records 3.61 kills a game, and junior
libero Bianca Rivera, who leads the
team in digs with 6.01 per game
— the second most in the MVC.
Winkeler said the Salukis
should flourish against both teams
because of their 6-1 record at
Davies Gymnasium this season.
“We’ve had great crowds and
great success here, so being at home
is a big advantage,” Winkeler said.
Sophomore middle blocker
Chandra Roberson, who is second

in blocks and kills on the team, said
the Salukis have come out lacking
intensity to start their games, and
that has hurt them in conference
play.
“We have to just forget about
all the mistakes we made and try to
clean them up,” Roberson said.
Sophomore middle blocker
Marina Medic, who leads the
team in kills and blocks through
16 games, said each player has to
mentally regain focus when the
Salukis hit the court Friday.
See VOLLEY, Page 18
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